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TAGS: LE MILI PINS PLO 

SUBJ: PALESTINIAN WARNING ON LEBANON 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. A PLO SPOKESMAN ON SEPTEMBER 9 WARNED 
THAT THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION WOULD "NOT STAND IDLY BY" 

IN LEBANON. WE BELIEVE. HOWEVER. THAT THE PALESTINIANS 
HERE WILL CONTINUE TO STAY OUT OF THE FIGHTING BETWEEN 
SYRIAN SOLDIERS AND CHRISTIAN MILITIAMEN, UNLESS ISRAEL 
INTERVENES DIRECTLY OR THE CHRISTIANS BEGIN MAJOR SHF, 1 1 .TNG 
OF PALESTINIAN AREAS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE PALESTINIAN NEWS AGENCY WAFA, A 
PLO SPOKESMAN ON SEPTEMBER 9 SAID: 

A. "THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION, ACTING FROM A 
POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY, WILL NOT STAND IDLY BY 
REGARDING THE BIG ISOLATIONIST ZIONIST-IMPERIALIST 
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CONSPIRACY IN LEBANON WHICH AIMS AT CHANGING THE 
BALANCE OF POWER IN FAVOR OF THIS TRIANGULAR PLOT 
IN LEBANON." 

B. "THESE FASCIST FORCES AND THEIR ALLY, ISRAEL, 

WILL NOT FRIGHTEN THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION BECAUSE 
THE REVOLUTION WILL CONFRONT THEM WITH ALL ITS MEANS, 
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SIDE BY SIDE WITH ALL THE FREE AND HONORABLE PATRIOTS 
IN LEBANON." 

3. THE SPOKESMAN MADE THE STATEMENT AFTER A MEETING 
IN DAMASCUS ON SEPTEMBER 8 BETWEEN PLO CHAIRMAN YASIR 
ARAFAT, SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ABDEL HALIM KHADDAM 
AND SYRIAN CHIEF OF STAFF HIKMAT SHIHABI. 

4. COMMENTS: 

A. THE LEBANESE PRESS IN RECENT DAYS HAS WIDELY 
CLAIMED THAT ISRAEL WAS THREATENING TO INTERVENE 
DIRECTLY IN LEBANON ON THE SIDE OF THE MARONITES. 

IN ADDITION, ON SEPTEMBER 8-9 SEVERAL MORTAR ROUNDS 
STRUCK IN THE TARIQ IADIDAH AREA OF WEST BEIRUT, 

WHERE MANY PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS HAVE THEIR OFFICES. 

B. NEVERTHELESS, PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS HERE 
HAVE SO FAR STAYED OUT OF ANY SIGNIFICANT PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE FIGHTING BETWEEN CHRISTIAN MILITIAMEN 
AND SYRIAN SOLDIERS. WE BELIEVE THE PALESTINIANS WILL 
CONTINUE TO TRY TO STAY OUT OF IT. WE ALSO BELIEVE 
THE SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT IS A WARNING THAT THE 
PALESTINIANS WILL JOIN THE FIGHTING IF THE ISRAELIS 
INTERVENE DIRECTLY, OR IF THE CHRISTIANS SHOULD BEGIN 
MAJOR SHELLING OF THE PALESTINIAN AREAS OF WEST BEIRUT. 
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